Strategies and Modification for Children with Auditory Processing Disorders

Information has been taken directly from The Source for Processing Disorders, by Gail J. Richard.

1. Amplify the auditory signal

· FM system

· Assistive listening device with headphones

2. Reduce extraneous background noise

· Before giving directions scan room for sources of background noise that could be reduced or eliminated

3. Allow preferential seating

· Child should be seated close to the area of verbal instruction

· Positioning of the child or teacher to limit other distractions such as view of windows or hallway

4. Simplify verbal instructions: include only pertinent content

· Limit the amount of information in each direction

· Present short, focused directions when giving assignments or summarizing information

· Divide complicated directions or material into parts using numbers or steps

· Shorten sentences and use less complex vocabulary to describe tasks

5. Insure the child’s attention before beginning verbal instruction

· Use attention-getting devices such as calling a student’s name, telling everyone to “listen” or “pay attention” before important information is provided

· Use a physical touch or cue word

6. Restate, paraphrase, and emphasize important information

· Emphasize important verbal information with auditory redundancy

· Repeat important information, have student repeat it back

· Review old information before adding new

· Relate old information to new information

· Use examples to apply and illustrate the information

· Use verbal markers to stress and emphasize content

7. Monitor use of rate, inflection, gestures

· Use body language, facial expression, verbal emphasis and gestures to clarify content

· Alter inflection, pitch, speaking rate, and volume of voice to emphasize key words and emotional content

· Pace the lecture with pauses between meaningful information to allow for connections and comprehension

· Watch students for signs of confusion, lack of concentration, or frustration

· Speak naturally

8. Use visual materials and physical demonstration

· Use technology to outline key points (computer, chalkboard, overhead projector)

· Write important words, concepts, and assignments on board

· Demonstrate or physically illustrate points whenever possible

· Associate event’s from child’s life and own experiences to enhance relevance

· Use hands-on simulations and projects to improve meaning

· Supplement verbal information with written information whenever possible

· Provide study guides at the beginning of units

· Provide vocabulary lists before information is presented

· Provide written outline of lecture

9. Ask questions to check comprehension of material presented

· Formulate questions for the students to think about and answer as the information is presented

· Ask questions to check the who, what, when, where, and how for basic comprehension

· Give the child time to think of responses

· Encourage visual imaging of verbally presented information, suggest child draws picture to represented presented information

· Encourage questions, discussions, and class comments for active participation in learning

10. Use a peer-pairing or buddy system

· Provide a peer who the student can access whenever he/she has questions or wants to check the accuracy of information

· Peer could help with copying of  and checking of notes/assignments

