Strategies and Modification for Children with Language Processing Disorders

Information has been taken directly from The Source for Processing Disorders, by Gail J. Richard.

1. Introduce information using a multimodality approch

· The stimulus will be stronger if it is experienced in  multiple areas of the brain

2. Supplement auditory information with visual materials

· Auditory signals are brief and dissipate immediately

· Back up auditory information with a more permanent visual record when possible

· Write key words, assignments, or definitions on the board or overhead

· Check notes to make sure key information was copied down as it was presented verbally in class

3. Introduce new material in a context-rich, associative environment

· Retrieval is enhanced by the number and amount of other material attached to new information

· Introduce new information in contextual units surrounded by pertinent associated material that would support recall

4. Provide cues, prompts, or hints to help focus students

· Provide additional information, descriptions, the first sound, associated features, and other items in that category

5. Allow “think time”; monitor external pressure when latencies occur

· Students with processing problems need more time to make neurological connections

· Ask a question and provide whole class with “think time”- no hands go up until you give a signal

6. Limit timed activities or performance tasks

· Consider very carefully timed performance tasks, they stress an already overworked neurological system for student with processing problems

7. Shorten length of assignments to focus on accuracy

· Student with processing problems would likely require more time to complete assignments due to slower latency in retrieving and organizing information

8. Vary the types of responses expected on exams/class discussions

· Use a variety of types of questions and response modes required of students

· Providing an associative context is not providing the answer; the student still has to have learned the content

9. Refresh stimuli with repetition, rephrasing, and expansion clarifications

· Just when a student with processing problems might be attaching meaning to auditory information a distraction may derail his thinking

· Repeating, rephrasing, and expansions benefit all students

10. Teach with stories and examples to associate main points

· Relevant information is easier to process because students can use personal experiences to help process the information

· Sharing stories and examples provides an associative context for information that helps a student remember the verbal information better

